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FADE IN 


1, EXT. CLUBHOUSE 
STEPS POLO GROUNDS. 
MED. SHOT, LOOKING AT 
BOTH SETS OF STEPS. 


CAMERA STARES FOR A 
LONG MOMENT... THEN: 
CAGNEY (V.O0.) 


This is the Polo Grounds. New York City. 
Down these steps ... have come some of 
the greatest champions in the history of 
sport. Christy Mathewson, Ty Cobb, Babe 
Ruth, Red Grange, The Four Horsemen of 
Notre Dame, Jack Dempsey, Louis Firpo, 


Gene Tunney. Tomorrow night ... down CAMERA STARTS TO PULL 
BACK, 
these same steps ... will come another 


champion and his challenger. They will 
cross this ancient ground and 416 feet 
beyond ... enter the ring to fight for 
the heavyweight championship of the 


world. 
2. EXT, THE FIELD, 
LONG SHOT - TAMERA 
PANS THE VASTNESS OF 
THE ARENA, THE THOU- 
SANDS OF EMPTY SEATS. 
SLOWLY, THE ROAR OF A 
FAINT CROWD BEGINS TO 
BE HEARD, FAINTLY AT 
FIRST THEN GRADUALLY 
BUILDING UP TO A TRE- 
MENDOUS ROAR, UNTIL 
IT THRILLS US WITH 
ITS EXCITEMENT. 
THERE IS NO MUSIC, 


ANNOUNCER (V.O.) 
Biography of the fight. A Patterson- 
Johansson Fight Special. Starring 
James Cagney ... with ... special guests 
.«. Ingemar Johansson ... Floyd Patter- 
son ... Jack Dempsey ... Gene Tunney 
and for the first time on television 
-.. the 1959 Patterson-Johansson 
fight. 


-.. Presented by ... Philco ... 


Famous for quality the world over. 


Phileco -- Manufacturers of Electronics 
and Appliances for the 

HOME ... 

for GOVERNMENT ... 

and for INDUSTRY. 


- ANNOUNCER (V.0.) 
June 26, 1959. Floyd Patterson. 


June 26, 1959. Ingemar Johansson. 


SUPERIMPOSE CRAWL 
TITLES, 


BIOGRAPHY OF THE 
FIGHT 


A PATTERSON-JO- 
HANSSON FIGHT 
SPECIAL 
STARRING 

JAMES CAGNEY 
WITH 

SPECIAL GUESTS 
INGEMAR JOHANSSON 
FLOYD PATTERSON 
JACK DEMPSEY 
GENE TUNNEY 


AND FOR THE FIRST 
TIME ON TELEVISION 


THE 1959 PATTERSON- 
JOHANNSON FIGHT 


3. PHILCO SYMBOL ZOOMS 
OUT OF B.G. TO CENTER 
SCREEN. "FAMOUS FOR 
QUALITY THE WORLD 
OVER,” 


CUT TOs 


4, STOCK, PATTERSON 
LYING ON THE CANVAS, 
REFEREE COUNTING OVER 
HIM, 


5. STOCK. JOHANSSON 
JUMPING IN WILD GLEE 
IN RING, SURROUNDED 
BY HIS FRIENDS, HIS 
HAND RAISED AS THE 
NEW CHAMPION, 


(MORE) 


a» 


5. (CONT'D) 


LIVE CAMERA PULLS 
BACK TO REVEAL THE 
SCENE ON A MONITOR. 
CAGNEY, HIS BACK TO 
CAMERA, IS STANDING, 
WATCHING THE SCENE 


WITH US. 
ANNOUNCER (V.0.) 6. OMITTED. 
Ladies and gentlemen ... your host for 
this evening, the star of the new mo- 
tion picture ... THE GALLANT HOURS ... 
Mr. James Cagney. 
CAGNEY : CAGNEY TURNS. CAMERA 
MOVES IN TO FRAME HIM 
Good evening. Tomorrow night ... two AND LOSES THE MONITOR. 


men square off against each other ... 
for the heavyweight championship of the 
world. In the darkness around them ... 
thousands watching every move. Through 
their radios ... millions more on every 
continent ... listening to every sound. 
And in locations all over the country 
--.« more millions watching ... as peo- 
ple have watched for centuries. The 
gladiator in combat. After a year of 
waiting ... a moment of history. 

(HE MOVES TO A SPOTLIGHTED SECTION 
WHERE A FIGHT POSTER OF JOHANSSON- 
PATTERSON IS ON A WALL) 

A lot goes into the ring with these two 
men tomorrow night. A lot of their 
past ... a lot of their present ... and 


(MORE ) 


as 


CAGNEY: (Cont'd) 
their whole futures dependent on every 
punch. Tonight ... you're going to see 
some of that past and you'll see some 
of the now... as they are in their 
training camps. 


(HE MOVES TO WHERE A SPOT LIGHTS UP 
JACK DEMPSEY ... ON ONE SIDE OF HIM) 


As for the future ... two of the great- 
est champions boxing has ever known ... 
will take apart the styles of both men 
and the chances for each. Jack Dempsey. 
(SPOT ON OTHER SIDE LIGHTS UP TUNNEY) 
Gene Tunney. Immortal champions. 

(HE TURNS TO AUDIENCE) 

In just a few moments ... Floyd Patter- 
son and Ingemar Johansson. As they 
fought one year ago ... and as they 


may fight tomorrow night. 


FADE OUT, 


ud 


FADE IN: 
(COMMERCIAL) 
LEAD AND COMMERCIAL 


CAGNEY: (V.0.) 
This is the way it began. One year ago. 
The first round. Floyd Patterson ... 


Ingemar Johansson, 
Two rounds later ... 


(MUSIC IN) 

Tug mm—se=mever ... the lives of both 
men were suddenly changed. It is a 
night that Floyd Patterson has relived 


every single day. 


Here in Newtown, Connecticut as he work- 


ed and thought and waited ... 


for the man who was the youngest heavy- 
weight champion of all, but who lost his 
title at the age of 24 ... this ... has 


been his year. 


For the man at 26 who won the most 


valuable of all titles in sport... 


The year of a new champion. A year of 


glory. 


6, 


7. STOCK. FIRST 

ROUND OF PATTERSON- 
JOHANSSON FIGHT. WE 
WATCH IT FOR A MOMENT. 


SLOW DISSOLVE TO 


8. EXT. PATTERSON OUT- 
SIDE CAMP, TRACING 
WITH STICK IN THE 
GROUND. PAN UP FROM 
STICK TO REVEAL HIM, 
FIGHT STAYS SUPERIM- 
POSED AND THEN GRA-~ 
DUALLY FADES OUT, AS 
WE PAN UP. 


HE LOOKS UP ... 


9. PAN FROM SIGN TO 
EXTERIOR LA RONDO 


10. INT, FLOYD BOX- 
ING FIERCELY IN RING. 


11. JOHANSSON EXITS 
FROM PLANE IN SWEDEN. 


11A. CROWD AT AIR- 
PORT. 


11B. WALKS PAST CROWD. 
SUPERIMPOSE OVER HIM 
THE FOLLOWING MONTAGE: 


11C,. REVERSE " . 
WAVING JOHANSSON 


WIPE 


NARRATOR: 
(WAITS A FEW BEATS ... THEN) 
One common purpose brings these two men 
together. But there is even more that 


separates them. 


CAGNEY: 
the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brook- 
lyn. The playground for the childhood 
of Floyd Patterson. 


Gothenburg ... A city of 350,000 people. 
On the west coast of Sweden. These are 
the streets Ingemar Johansson walked. 


This was Ingemar Johansson's playground. 


For a champion ... the promises of his 


youth ... have been fulfilled. 


(MORE ) 


1 


12, INT. CLOSE-UP - 
SPEED BAG BEING 
RATTLED SHARPLY WITH 
MACHINE GUN PRECISION. 
PULL BACK ENOUGH TO 
FRAME PATTERSON IN 
THE SHOT AS HE WHIPS 
THE BALL, UNSMILING, 
A MAN WITH A PURPOSE, 


DISSOLVE TO: 


13. EXT. ESTABLISHING 
SHOT ~- BEDFORD-STUY- 
VESANT SECTION. A 
SLUM, FILLED STREETS. 
WE CAN SMELL THE DE- 
CAY AND THE SWEAT. 


14, EXT, TRAVELING 
SHOT IN THE AREA. 
DISSOLVE TO: 

15. ESTABLISHING SHOT. 
GOTHENBURG, FROM THE 
HEIGHTS. 


16, ANOTHER SHOT OF 
GOTHENBURG. 


DISSOLVE TO: 

17. STOCK, JOHANSSON 
DRIVING DOWN ROAD IN 
HIS SPORTS CAR, 


DISSOLVE TO: 


CAGNEY: (Cont'd) 
For the challenger ... the image is 


blurred ... and broken. 


One year ... has been set aside for 


its repair. 


CAGNEY: 
But one fact is not to be argued, What 
this man has won ... he will not give 
up easily. He is champion. He means to 


Stay champion. 


It is here that Ingemar Johansson has 
come to plan his defense. A cottage 

in the Catskill Mountains of New York 
State. For six weeks ... he has work- 


ed every single day. 
(MORE ) 


8. 


18. INT. PATTERSON'S 
TRAINING ROOM. MED. 
CLOSEUP, LOOKING AT 
HIM SHADOW BOXING IN 
THE CRACKED MIRROR HE 
USES. 


DISSOLVE TO: 


19. INT. PATTERSON 
SKIPPING ROPE. CLOSE- 
UP FEET, THEN PAN UP 
TO WATCH THE SKILL, 


20. MED. SHOT. 
PATTERSON WORKING ON 
THE CANVAS BAG, 


21. MED. SHOT. 
PATTERSON SPARRING IN 
TRAINING CAMP RING. 
22, SIT-UP BOARD. 
23. EXT. PATTERSON 
RUNNING DOWN ROAD, 
AWAY FROM CAMERA. 

24, EXT. JOHANSSON 


RUNNING DOWN ROAD, 
COMING TOWARD CAMERA, 


DISSOLVE TO: 


25. EXT. SKI LODGE, 
SIGN 


DISSOLVE TO: 


26. INT. JOHANSSON 
PUNCHING BAG 


27. INT. JOHANSSON 
SPEED BAG 


CAGNEY: (Cont'd) 
His timing has grown sharper ... his 


reflexes quicker. 
Little time has been wasted. 


But a fighter is more than his skills ... 
more than his training.. Why he fights 
... is the most telling question of all. 


MUSIC OUT 


9. 


28. INT. JOHANSSON 
WORKING OUT IN SKI 
LODGE ... WITH 
SCHLUNG BALL. 


29. INT. JOHANSSON ON 
ROPE SKIPPING. 


30. INT. JOHANSSON IN 
TRAINING RING. 


31. INT. JOHANSSON 
THROWS PUNCH AT 
CAMERA ... BLACKS OUT 
FRAME. 


FADE OUT 


